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Two Tesz‘ify?

On CIA
Mail Spying

Bv George LardnerJr.

Wiasmingicn Post Statt \riter
Two {ormer postmasters
general insisted under oath
vesterday that they couid not

rzcail heing told of the Ceatral -
int =nce Agency's secret
mail  iniercepts daspite
testimony by former CIA

Director Richard Heims that
both men were briefed. :

Helms. for his part, {estified
that he believes he also told
President Johnson about the-
secret mail-opening projectin
1957, some six years before it
was abandoned. ]

Helms teold the Senaie in-d
telligence committee that i t
didn't know whether any. !
Presideat had been notil

Sied
dmng the project’s Z0-vear

nistory, but he emphasized !

Former Postmastasrs:
Gerneral J. Edward Dav 2rnd |
Winton M. Blount refused to |
acknowledge tothecom= e
that tne CL—\.,ma'L coernimgs
wereillegal. - {

“Tre CIA is and alwz:3 =25
been something very :
and verv soeﬂal”

Day, who headed t'~ Post
Ofiice Department fer fvo
vears under President Hegne!

“I had absoluteiy no
control over them.”

The committee’s mincsity
counsel, Curtis Smothe
demanded to know wheiph er
Day feit this lack of controi
applied “even if they were.
opening the mail.”

‘“The thought never entered
my mind,” Dav said.

CIA oificials have openiy
admitted that their "o-\ear
mail-opening project, which
was targeted at correspon-
dence to and from the Soviet
Union, was illegal, but Day
said that ‘"even today” he was
not atall sure of that.

Blount, the Nixon ad-
ministration’s first post-
master general, took the same
position. He said Helms told
him of the CIA's project in a
general way at a meeling in

i dicated

. it was setiled

WASHINGTON PCST

WL hut Blount said he didn't

ask. and couidn’t recall be: ing
wld.  whether it invelv Ld
opemng any letters.

Commitiee  counsel Fritz
S m-.l,.,f‘{emeu at one point.
that Bmum s teat.monv
c’ c*n t make any sense.” He
said he \ou'd'xt understand
why bBiount asxed Helms
whether the project was
l2gal—as Blount has said he
¢id—if Blount had not first

been toid that the mail was -

being opened.

Blount gave no direct an-
swer at first, but later, under
questioning by Sen. Walter
Mondale (D-Minn.), said he
“understood the national

security was involved . . . it

was my intention to be fully
supportive as long as this
program was legal.”

A millionaire Alabama

i busiressman, Blount said he

thought Helms toid him that

! the legality would be checked

with then-Attorney General

John N. DMitchell. Other
testimon¥, however, has in-
that Helms had

already checked with Mit-
chell. In any case, Blount
asserted:

“As far as I was cnncemedv
with the
Attorneyv Gereral.”

Davs who Zot a visit in
Feoruary of 1951 from Helms,
then-CIA Directer Allen
Dulles and CIA official Cor-
relius Roosevelt, maintained
that he was told evenless than
Blount.

“Mr. Dulles said he wanted
to tell me something very
secret.!. Day recalled. Hesaid
he told Dulles he didn't want to
hear about it—for fear of
being blamed in case the
secret, whatever it was,
leaked. .

Dav said he would do the
saive iing again, even today.

Both Blount and Day were
sharply disputed both by
members of the Senate
committee and by former
Postmaster General John A.

106 t¢ 1%5 to {ind out about
ever questionable "mail
covers™ that were being

conaucied.

“If { had had any inkling
that the CIA or any other
agency was not only opening
the mail buz even interrupting
the mail. I would have put a
stop to it.”” Grorouski said. He
said ne ‘‘depi ored" the “I
don’t want to know' atutude
Day expressed.

Heh; lashrranv was the
first that any
Presicent had oeen informed
of the project alihough former
chief U.S. pos:al inspector
William J. Cotter, a former
CIA official who helped bring-
it to an end, has said he was
always convinced it had been
approved at the highest levels.

Reiterating that view in.
testimony eariier yesterday, -

Ceiter pointed cut that the
White House ‘‘special group’
that was supposed to be in
chargeoicovert CIA activities
had to bﬂ notified of every

23 0CT 1975

move of the U-2 flight
program  with which Cotter
had also been associatea.

Helms. now ambassador to
Iran. said he believes he’
mentioned the controversiai
mail-operning to Johnson at a
private meeting in the spring
of 1967 in which they discussed
other mteu»gence matters as
\\ell

*I have no record of this.”

Helms told the committee. 1
canonly tell vou it was a belier
Thad.”

. Helms was not asked by the
comimittee what LBJ's
reaction was. But the former
CIA director told a reporter
‘during a break that “if” his
memory was correct, he
believes Johnson ‘‘shrugged”
and at least lmphcxt]v gaye
the project his aporoval

Asked . about : former
President Nixon. Helms said
he did not recall ever
discussing the manl intercept
program wuh him,’

a

Gronouski who, . CIA
documents and testimony
show, was never told of the :
program. ‘

Gronouski said he would

have put a stop to it if he'd
been aware of it. He said he
made every effort when he
was postmaster general from
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